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Traite des Torticollis Spasmodiques, Spasmes, Tics, Rythmies du Cou, 
Toricallis Mental, Etc. Par Rene Cruchet. Medecin des 
maladies nerveuses a l’Hopital Suburbain des Enfants. Preface de 
M. le Professeur A. Pitres. Masson et Cie, Editeurs, Paris. 15 Fr. 

The study of those convulsive disorders allied to tics has received a 
great amount of attention of late years, particularly at the hands of French 
clinicians. It might have seemed that the study of Meige and Feindel 
would have exhausted the subject, but not so, for here is a monograph 

three times as large, 836 pages, on a portion of the subject alone. 

The author first considers the historical side of the question and then 
takes up successively neuralgic, professional, paralytic, spasmodic, and 
rhythmic torticollis, then those tic-like movements of the neck and chin 
and the mental or habit tics. 

The monograph is very thorough. It is a mine of bibliographic re¬ 
search and collects almost everything that has ever appeared in the general 
subject. It is well printed, amply illustrated and deserves a place in the 
specialist’s library. 

Howard. 

The Hygiene of Mind. By T. S. (Houston, M.D., F.R.S.E., Lecturer on 
Mental Diseases in the University of Edinburgh, Physician-Super¬ 
intendent of the Royal Edinburgh Asylum. Second .Edition. E. 
P. Dutton and Company, New York. 

It is a strange fact that for years science has been worrying men’s 
minds -about the laws of hygiene of the body, has been telling us what 
we should eat, what we should drink, and wherewithal we shall be clothed; 
it has analyzed our drinking water and our air; told us how disease, 
is propagated by the rat, the fly, the mosquito and the bed-bug, has 
created an immense library of facts concerning the factors of the • con¬ 
servation of the body from physical disease, and yet with all this has 
been almost silent in its teachings for the prevention of disorder and 
breakdown in the most important of man’s possessions, his mind. 

How this may be 'said to be true in the face of six thousand years 
of discussion concerning the mind is difficult to show, yet there is little 
doubt that these centuries have been filled with fruitless thrashing of 
the air by reason of the metaphysical character of the arguments. The 
wise men of the pre-scientific Sra have given us flashes of anticipation of 
later teachings, some of the very best of which have been gathered in this 
volume. . 

The author’s aim has been to put in popular language some of the 
known facts thus far ascertained concerning mental hygiene and to 
extend the conclusions from these facts in regard to mental betterment 
through physiological, psychological, and medical means. In this he has 
succeeded and has given an exceedingly readable and interesting work. 
We cannot here give an analysis of its contents, but can commend it as 
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the ablest of the works that have sprung up in the last few years bear¬ 
ing on the subject of nervous and mental hygiene. It is a volume for 
the neurologist not only to read and study as a guide in his daily work 
but one that he can safely put in the hands of the better educated of his 
clientele. 

Jelliffe. 

Text-Book of Psychiatry, A Psychological Study of Insanity for 
Practitioners and Students. By Dr. E. Mendel, A. O. Professor 
in the University of Berlin. Authorized Translation by William 
C. Krauss, M.D. F. A. Davis Company, Philadelphia, Pa. 

The original edition of Mendel’s Lehrbuch has been reviewed in these 
columns and we can only call attention to the fact that it is made more 
available to English readers by means of a very excellent translation very 
free from errors of interpretation. 

It is to be recalled that Mendel wrote his book late in life and yet 
it represented the same ideas that he taught when he began some twenty 
years previously, showing little advance in the author’s point of view of 
psychiatric problems. 

The work is particularly valuable to students for its able discussion of 
the symptomatology of mental disorders; that part of the work dealing 
with special psychiatry, or disease forms, however, being antiquated even 
in so recent a volume. The didactic features of the work render it use¬ 
ful to a certain class of students, but the lack of perspective shown in the 
volume is an initial defect of the author’s method. 

As for the translation itself Dr. Krauss has done it well and the 
defects are very few. He is to be congratulated on giving to the English 
students of psychiatry a work which though not commanding a topmost 
rank.in German psychiatry, is a worthy exponent of the individual teacher’s 
thoughts. 

K. M. V. 

Clinical Psychiatry. A Text-Book for Students and Physicians. Ab¬ 
stracted and Adapted from the Seventh German Edition of 
Kraepelin’s Lehrbuch der Psychiatrie. By A. Ross Diefendorf, 
M.D., Lecturer in Psychiatry in Yale University, etc. Second Edi¬ 
tion, Revised and Augmented. The Macmillan Company, New York. 

In our review of the first edition put forth by the author we expressed 
ourselves that students of psychiatry in the United States were under 
obligations'to Dr. Diefendorf for his excellent effort in bringing Kraepelin’s 
thoughts before us in so acceptable and able a manner. 

This second edition augments that weight of obligation for in it, by 
the marked increase in pages the author has been better enabled to bring 
out the value of the German original than before. It is of course an 
extremely difficult task to take a text-book of 450,000 words and compress 
it to less than one third of this size and do the author full justice, especially 
when the original is regarded as a model of compact descriptive psychiatry, 
and no one knows better than the writer of this new edition how difficult 
it has been to choose material which has seemed to him of most importance. 
He has done his work well, however, in spite of the difficulties, and we 
venture to say that they have been more difficult even than if an original 
work had been attempted. 



